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=N\Pastor’'s Again and Again, the Sun Will Rise

i p PR
= Word When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome brought spices, so that they
might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the

sun had risen, they went to the tomb. —Mark 16:1-2

Every year, | find the Daylight Savings time change a challenge. Maybe because |
am not much of a morning person, | really notice the time change on Sunday
mornings. We had finally changed from getting up in the dark and to the sun
rising as | would get to the church. Then, the time changes, and I'm again
waiting for the sun to rise, making my walk in the early morning light.

The Easter story in all four Gospels happens at sunrise. While strict observance
of the Sabbath laws would have allowed the women to prepare Jesus’ body for
burial the night before, after sundown, the women are all portrayed as waiting
for the sun to rise before they begin their task. | understand this choice. There is
something about waiting for the morning that makes a difficult task easier.

| must have been about thirteen or fourteen years old when | first learned this
lesson. By my memory, it must have been April, because | remember this sense
of overwhelming panic about the tasks | still had to complete before the end of
the school year. It was just too much, and | began to sob. My Mom must have
overheard me, because she softly knocked on my door and asked what was
wrong. After my simple explanation, she simply said: “Go to sleep, and things
will look better in the morning.” She was right.

The women have waited until the morning, because your fears always look
smaller in the light of day. Now they can approach their difficult task and
prepare Jesus’ body.

But, unknown to them, the sunrise has brought more than new light. The
sunrise has brought new life. Instead of continuing their grief, the women are
stunned into fear. Mark’s Gospel has an uncertain ending. The women hear
from the angel of Jesus’ promise to meet them all in Galilee, but they flee, afraid
of what has happened.

But, somewhere, someone gathered courage, and told the story. One of the
women, or all of them together, found the words to share the Good News. Jesus
had risen from the dead, just as he promised. Again and again, the sun WILL
rise.

As we emerge from the darkness of the COVID pandemic, we know that the
dawn is breaking all around us. As ministries re-emerge, and as life picks up
again, we, too, rest assured in the promise of the dawn.
Jesus has risen from the dead.
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Daily Expenses/Maintenance $14,134.60
Building/Trustees 205.00
Glory of God’s House Campaign 2,475.00
Christian Ed. 205.00
Matthew 25 375.00
Memorials 225.00
Parking Lot 155.00
UMCOR Sunday 485.00
Upper Room 35.00

Sunday Online Worship Attendance (views)

March 7—7 6 In person—2 8
Marchl 44 3 Inperson—2 5
March2 +3 1 Inperson—3 5
March 2 8- In person—4 7
Sunday School (online & In person)
March7—1 0

Marchl 41 0

March2 +1 4

March2 81 7

b $ may be dropped off at or
mailed to the church,

Love-Your-Church checks addressed to

Epworth UMC may be
deposited in the drive through deposit box
at First Community Credit Union, or you
may use the online giving option on our
webpage. Go to
www.epworthvalleycity.com, choose the
giving tab, click on the “Donate” button and
follow instructions. Our online giving is
managed by PayPal, yet you do not need to
have a PayPal account to support our
ministries. You may also choose to set up an
Electronic Funds Transfer by downloading
the EFT Form on the Giving page. Fill it out,
sign, and return to the church office.

HAPP%;E.A&TEP\

Mortgage Balance 1 3/20/2021

THANKS to all who have contributed. |
currently do not have sufficient funds to make
the April 15 interest payment, but | am only a
few hundred short. All of your gifts are greatly
appreciated.

—Wayne Winkler

S 171,223.57 Pymt Due 11/15/22 $1,983.46
Mortgage Balance 2 3/20/2021 S 200,000.00 PymtDue 4/15/21 S 849.32
Last Principal Payment 1/20/2021 S 18,487.87 - .
Principal paid YTD in 2021 S 18,487.87
Interest paid YTD in 2021 S 1,379.40
Total paid YTD in 2021 $ 19,867.27 o =) 3
Principal paid in last 30 days S
Interest paid in last 30 days S 767.13
Funds available for payment S 518.64

April 2021
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FOOD BANK
month for our partnership

W|th the Great Plains Food Bank. We have
participated in another Mobile Food Pantry,
which served 525 households, 630 adults, 387
children, and 321 seniors! Every 3 months,
this community-wide event shares produce,
dairy, and meat with families in need, as well
as helping those families make connection to
other food assistance programs.

Additionally, our Open Shelf program (created
and supported by UMW), and is an extension
of our Open Table meal and our Matthew 25
Fund, has begun an expanded distribution of
food items for families. We have limited its
availability to families with whom we have a
relationship, and we have already distributed
multiple boxes of pantry staples.

tTEpworth s 9L 2T IK2 f &
O EROUER We are looking forward to
families participating in our “Easter Photo
Hop” centered on our coffee kiosk. This
program is a fill-in for our Easter Egg Hunt for
Easter Sunday. Families (of whatever size or
age) can pick up the photo scavenger hunt at
the church or EHG, and then will prove their
completion through a drop-off and download.
This is a way Epworth can continue to use this
ministry as a relationship-builder between our
church and our community. “Building
relationships, one cup at a time.”

' Searching for a Study

Pastor Dayne is seeking leaders
to help lead our next all-church
study. We have several options
arriving in the next few weeks, and are
looking for suggestions. If you are interested
in helping decide on our study and/or in
leading a group, we will be making some
plans. We will be gathering in May to choose
a study, participating in the study in June and
July, and leading a small group after Labor
Day. Stop by the Church Office to participate.

y' 3 )O GREAT PLAINS{rI s been an exciting

. 5

Holy Thursday

Join us for an experiential worship on Holy
Thursday, April 1!

We had such a great response to our Ash
Wednesday Adventure that we are planning a
similar event for Holy Thursday, focusing on the
events of Jesus’ last week of ministry. There will
be a pattern through the church that you can
follow at your own pace, and experiences of
prayer, worship, and music. The worship walk
will conclude with communion in the sanctuary.
We hope you will join us Holy Week for
this worship event.

The Worship Walk will be available
from 6-8pm, and from
1-4pm by appointment.

tDNR dzy R&

Holy Week Worship

FPLINAE wmX | 2f e
1-4pm by appt.—6-8pm open to all

I LINAE HZX D22 ROnMaldIRI &
7pm led by Epworth Youth

I' LINAR f nx 91
No Sunrise Worship—In this year of
uncertainty, we will not be holding a
Sunrise Worship this Easter. We look
forward to re-engaging in this ministry
for Easter 2022.

9:30am Sunday School—In-person &
online

10:00am Coffee Fellowship—Rolls,
muffins, juice & coffee

10:30am Easter Worship In-person &
online

Wor s

¢ KatioMel R I &
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http://www.epworthvalleycity.com/giving

4 Epworth Events April 2021 April 2021 Epworth Events 9

Christian Education, Dawn Thomsen, Director thﬁ}ﬁgf (-:%@ T
I ) ‘ RIS EAN
4 Happy Spring everyone! In Me_mory of 5SY )\_ a | 2NAI 3SNJ NS/ aW/?(LZL/Z/]/
i We have started back to having In Person Sunday School meeting in the —Kari Lyon, to Memorials ""7;77, 5 Al 4 1748
gathering space or fellowship hall as a large group & continuing with the Zoom T Bruce & Susan Larson, to Building Fund
for those who aren’t ready to come in person yet. It has been so fun seeing InMemoryof5 Sf 2 NBa 2 A y GSNKaffsalr NDK 1 Ha IENIMKDHIT S H A
everyone returning again! Thank you to Brenda Lint for doing a fun Palm Sunday —Kari Lyon, to Memorials Sincere sympathy to Tim & Linda Haak, Taaren Haak,

Children’s Palm procession & music.
As we continue in this weird year, | am planning to still have Sunday School on Easter Sunday &
give out some goody bags to any kids who come. Be sure to check out the next page for

In Memory of WdzR & b 2 NI K NJ&A R an§Lleah (Andrew) Beck on the passing of Tim’s
—Kari Lyon, to Memorials mother Phyllis. She will also be missed by Tim's

< - > , - - ) ) « g o siblings, Phyllis’ siblings, 13 grandchildren (Taaren &
information on our nevy Easter Photo H,opA! vThIS |sAa rjew farrllly fun 1dea that | found. Elgﬂrsgoéysiz;nfi;scf)nft(:\BiiIdirll IFulnd1 Leah included) and 24 great grandchildren. Please
HAHM 51120l a ' VYVAUSR aSuKz2zRAaluU [/ IYLJa s 8 . keep the Haak family in your prayers.
It is time to start thinking about summer camp again! If you have previously attended one of our In Iﬁ/le'nl]_ory of [Mf 2 € ? aAhft SNJ
amazing camps, you should have already received your camp brochure in the mail. There are —Kari Lyon, to Memorials ot HH
camps for all ages/interests & UMW & UMM pay for half your fee. To register for camp, go to o —Pat N|elson,_to Parking Lot G f Ea'Ster Lllles
www.dakcamps.org. When checking out, enterthe/ KdzNDOK CA Yyl Yy OA fofitto/ 2 RSY —Qaafk&aamwnfron é '/ You are invited to share an Easter Lily
figure what your portion of the fee & to bill the church fortherest. 9 N¥ € . ANR 5S|I| Rf _ALV@R?V?\“'&& tq EEQRI\W”F”t ] in the sanctuary in honor or in
o /1 If you have any questions, please contact me! _JMUdV Nlc??_!son,tto |\P/Iark|ng_ |-|°t memory of loved ones. Lilies will be

" —Margaret Lima, to Memorials : i
[ I Y L) { id&\pMR t88. Feel free to wear your camping  Nei s : , accepted anytime during Holy Week

: Neil & Kelly Pederson, to Parking Lot and will be moved to the sanctuary on Saturday
apparel and learn more about camps from adults and kids V2N Dakotas United _ < Di : ) - >C : '
- « & Sl ¥ 4 : S Mavis Diltz, to Parking Lot Please give names to Anita in the office.

who have participated before./ 9 A a LI | YYAY 77 =3 Methodist Campsizy O K—Floyce Cummings, to Memorials

T2ft26Ay3 G2NEKALI®D /2YS 2z4y wuwann

+| Oloa2y . A0fS [ OK22fH

It is time to start planning & looking ahead to our “Knights of North Castle” VBS!
We are planning for June 14-18 with options to have everything outside around the
church. Please let me know where you would like to help to make this the most
fun & successful VBS yet!

' —Mavis Pomeroy, to Memorials
ﬂ%z‘ —George & Jan McCarthy, to Building Fund
e —Miarlys Christ, to Matthew 25

—Fred & Dorothy Schroeder, to Parking Lot
—Gene & Noreen Smestad, to Endowment
—Lee H. Wilson, to Christian Education

—Kara Wilson, to Endowment E/F\)WOI’th Finances _

0 SLIKI YA S YYAY3A
InMemory of { U SLIKIyAS /[ dz AnotXer check has come to most of us for COVID

[221Ay3 ! KSI RY

nd . .
May 2™ — Confirmation Sunday —Kari Lyon, to Building Fund

May 16" -High School & College Graduates Recognition! H 1 HH/M | A 3K { O K22 f g vl & KhFi&ch to Christian Ed. . recovery. Please consider giving a portion of your o
DN} Rdzr 6 Say DN} Rdzt (S w§023yAezy {dzyRle& & Affichelf Brebl SoNBrth@SF 2 NB  gh&ck fgr Fodvasth’sC@VP recoverty. Babtat Bayn& Sy F
€2dzNJ Ay¥2 $ LIAOUdzZNBE azzy —Pat Nielson, to Christian Education and the supporting cast has worked hard to keep

May 23" — Last Day of Sunday school —Dave & Tami Hanson, to Matthew 25 our worship service vibrant online. We are thankful

June 14" -18" — Knights of North Castle VBS B —Arnold & Brenda Kosobud, to UMW for their service.

| Easter Joi r —Fred & Dorothy Schroeder, to UMW Our church building is still heated and the lights
. C‘r Photo oIn us tor our —Darrell & Becky Schroeder, to UMW turned on during the pandemic and we are paying

Blessings to all! /’o »-\._H_OP Easter Photo Hop! —Neil & Kelly Pederson, to Christian Ed. our staff.

e /QA 9 Details can be —lon& Barb Owen, to Christian I?dgcahon There is joy in giving! Thank you for sharing your
Dawn L; ,,t('_{_j, y f d gl —Dennis & Gail Pederson, to Christian Ed. gifts!

W7, L‘\)’ ound on page o: —Dan & Emily Thompson, to Christian Ed. ' c ce e s
i i o A « a x « —Enance Committee of Epworth’s Servant

christianed@epworthvallljJeyci ty. com InMemoryof5 SYyAd CNRARSAaUI eadership Team

—Bruce & Susan Larson, to Building Fund


http://www.dakcamps.org
mailto:christianed@eporthvalleycity.com
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Begins Thursday, April 1, 2021.

Families, you have until Saturday, April 3" to locate and/complete each listed item. Once you
have found or completed all required items (check your Children’s Message eggs for some); you
are to take a picture with the members of your family and all the items. Bring your hand drawn
picture (#14) to Epworth’s Holy Grounds and show Dawn before 4:00 pm on Saturday, April 3™
to collect your prizes and post your photo and video to “Easter Photo Hop” on
www.epworthvalleycity.com.

Please email Dawn if you have any questions.
READY? SET? GO!! HAVE FUN!

Any leaf to represent the palm branches that the people of Jerusalem spread )
on the road as they welcomed Jesus. (You may cut the leaf to resemble a ( L{)} .
palm branch.)

Three Coins to represent the 30 pieces of silver that Judas Iscariot received to betray Jesus.

A small piece cloth or towel to represent the towel that Jesus used to dry the disciples’ feet
after the Last Supper.

A piece of bread and juice (any) to represent the Last Supper.

A flower (real, artificial, or drawn) to represent the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus
went with his disciples to pray before he was arrested.

A piece of string to represent the rope that was used to tie Jesus up when he was arrested.

A stem of any plant with thorns (or drawing) to represent the crown of thorns that soldiers
put on Jesus’ head as they mocked him.

A small cross to represent the crucifixion of Jesus. You may also choose 3 to find 3 small
nails.

A toothpick (or pencil) with one tip dipped in red paint, red nail polish, or you may color
with marker, to represent the spear used by the soldier to pierce Jesus’ side.

A small strip of white cloth (or toilet paper) to represent the strips of linen used to wrap the
body of Jesus before he was placed in the tomb.

A small stone/ rock/ pebble to represent the large stone placed in front of the entrance of

April 2021 Epworth Events

2FROM THE—

outh—
Irector
»

Hello Everybody,

The youth group is doing well! We have
been working on our Good Friday service. We
have already recorded it and had a lot of fun
doing it. You can find it on BOTH Vimeo and the
church’s YouTube. The youth encourage you to
go and find the video. They worked hard on this
since we could not be together for the service.
Go and support your youth!!!

We are now trying to decide what we are
going to do for the next month. The youth have
had a couple of great ideas, so now it is picking
which one first.

We are also going to start meeting in person
again! The week after Easter, April 7™ will be the
first week of face-to-face youth group. We will
continue to wear masks and keep our distance
but | am looking forward to meeting with the
youth again. Zoom will also be an option.

9

e

the tomb. Once again thank you to everyone WhF) is , 2 dZL,I K D N\E dzLJ
An empty container of your choice to represent the empty tomb. understanding of why we waited to meet in o & _
An item in your house that reminds you of God’s Love. person. | appreciate all of those who offere
A hand drawn family portrait to represent God creating you unique and special. words of advice and understanding. S R \ OfS)\
A 10 second video of your family having a dance party to represent that we have JOY me FWIW y
because Jesus was resurrected. Pick a fun song! , ] al - I
That's it!! Now grab your team/family and get on the hunt. Post your photo and video t Gods Blessings, al NIKMo
at’s it!! Now grab your team/family and get on the hunt. Post your photo and video to LA N v
srady yane s your b W RSt {FYdStazy al NBKH N

“Easter Photo Hop” on www.epworthvalleycity.com & stop by Epworth’s Holy Grounds for your

prizes! al NID&wmp

Remember Everyone who participates and responds will WIN!!



http://www.epworthvalleycity.com
http://www.epworthvalleycity.com
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The April lesson from our program book is the healing by Jesus of a woman
on a Sabbath in one of the synagogues. The woman has been &bent overe
by pain and disability for 18 years. Wouldn’t it have been easier to just stay
home? But there she is. Jesus heals her ailment. She &stands up€ and
praises God!

| have been feeling somewhat Gbent over€ by the past year of fear of COVID — how to protect
myself and others. How do we continue our mission service and advocacy for women, children
and youth in this “bent over” world.

The courage and faithfulness of the dbent overé woman enabled her to Gshow up€ and to be
healed and to be able to &stand up.€

The Easter story reminds us of the courage of the women who éshowed up¢ at the crucifixion of
Jesus. Then some of them went to the tomb to find it empty. Those women Gstood upg to tell
the Good News!

Choosing to be courageous and faithful and Gshow up€ in the face of fear and discouragement
opens us to the grace of Jesus Christ. Choosing to be courageous and faithful, we are met by the
Risen Christ.

It was good to spend time together at our Unit meeting March 17. Our finances are low, at
$2,739.43. Our pledge is paid plus the other offerings that make us a 5 Star unit for 2021 - those
5 channels of giving towards the Mission Today Recognition. Discussions continue on how to hold
fund raising during a pandemic.

Circles will evaluate wellness issues about meeting April 15. Sunny Circle would meet at 10 am in
church. Circle of Faith would meet at 7 pm, location TBA.

With courage and faithful prayer, we United Methodist Women are knitted together by God’s love
and grace for the purpose of knowing God, for finding freedom as whole persons in Jesus Christ,
for having a supportive fellowship, for understanding missional service to Gstand up€ for women,
children and youth — Faith — Hope — Love in Action!

Words from Paul to the Ephesians: OThe gifts he gave wereX for building up the body of ChristX
joined and knit together.€¢ (Ephesians 4: 11,12,16)

—VirLyn Hoff, UMW Unit President

March Unit Meeting Highlights

April 2021
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We Plan on Having a Bazaatr!

After an extra year of
finding bargains and
checking out new recipes,
we are getting ready for
il the bazaar scheduled on
- o Saturday, October 2nd,
2021I It’s time to replenish our treasury so the
UMW can support our local organization that
take care of women and children as per our
mission statement.

Watch for the date of the Bazaar meeting and be
ready to share your ideas for the Best Bazaar
Ever!

Wondering how you can help? Popular items
include baked items, jellies, jams, and other
tasty treats, gift baskets (you can help shop for
items from the ideas listed below or fill your
own basket), craft items such as quilts, pillows,
bags, items for children. Perhaps you have
something new you are willing to share.

(o))

It
~4
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Hol i dayidi®ic®ms
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Congregational Care
/| KdzZNOK CI YAf &

| am happy to say we are
scheduling a Church Family
Supper for April 10th! We still
have health and safety concerns
caused by COVID-19 and we want
to keep our Church Family safe in
the best way possible. So, watch for details
coming soon that will confirm the time and
procedure for serving this meal. Thank you
for your patience and understanding.

Please know that we have missed these
times of fellowship and are hopeful we can
begin to enjoy this event again! Our goal is to
be responsible and to keep our Church
Family safe and healthy!

VirLyn Hoff,
Congregational Care Coordinator

P /m N
Church Famlly

©  Ash Wednesday Adventure

a @uf Ash Wedndsday@dventure was very
well received with 29 people participating!
Each participant received a guide,
§a‘?\of fc ﬁe%aterlal{s needed

?or e3ch statfol a?the begmnmg ofthe
adventure. Here are a few highlights!

{ dzLJL



